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Executive Summary

This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) solicits Small Business Innovation Research
(SBIR) grant applications from small business concerns (SBCs) for the modification or
development of new screening technologies that are better able to consistently detect mild hearing
loss (i.e., < 40 dB Hearing Level or 40 dB HL) in one or both ears in infants and young children
without significantly increasing the number of false positives (i.e., those who fail the screen but do
not have hearing loss).

The Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) program within the National Center for Birth
Defects and Developmental Disabilities (NCBDDD) of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders
(NIDCD), NIH, are working to ensure infants and children with mild forms of hearing loss are
identified as soon as possible. Part of this effort involves having screening technology available
that can reliably detect these hearing losses.

This FOA will utilize the SBIR (R43/R44) grant mechanisms for Phase |, Phase Il, and Fast-Track
applications and runs in parallel with a FOA of identical scientific scope, PA-06-547, that solicits
applications under the Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR [R41/R42]) grant mechanisms.
Note that CDC does not accept STTR applications so is participating only in PA-06-546.

Awards issued under this FOA are contingent upon the availability of funds and the submission of
a sufficient number of meritorious applications.

Eligible Organizations: Only United States SBCs are eligible to submit SBIR applications. A SBC
is one that, on the date of award for both Phase | and Phase Il funding agreements, meets ALL of
the criteria as described in Section .

Eligible Project Directors/Principal Investigators: Individuals with the skills, knowledge, and
resources necessary to carry out the proposed research are invited to work with their organization
to develop an application for support. Individuals from underrepresented racial and ethnic groups
as well as individuals with disabilities are always encouraged to apply for NIH or CDC support. On
an SBIR application, the PD/PI must have his/her primary employment (more than 50%) with the
SBC at the time of award and for the duration of the project.

Applicant SBCs may submit more than one application, provided each application is scientifically
distinct.

See Section IV.1 for application materials. The SF424 (R&R) SBIR/STTR Application Guide for
this FOA is located at these Web sites:
0 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/SF424 RR_Guide SBIR STTR Ver2.doc
(MS Word)
o0 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/SF424 RR_Guide SBIR_STTR_ Ver2.pdf
(PDF)

For general information on SF424 (R&R) Application and Electronic Submission, see these Web
sites:
0 SF424 (R&R) Application and Electronic Submission Information:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/index.htm
0 General information on Electronic Submission of Grant Applications:
http://era.nih.gov/ElectronicReceipt/

Telecommunications for the hearing impaired is available at: TTY 301-451-0088.



